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NewNRCReport Affirmsthe Role of the States in Setting Clean Air Standards

Washington,D.C.—A coalition of healthand environmental organizationstoday commendedthe
National ResearchCouncil for resisting pressurefromspecial intereststo erodethe ability of
statesto protecttheir citizensfromair pollution and global warming.

In a reportscheduledfor releaseon Thursday, the panel re-affirmsthevital role that statesplay in
controlling pollutionfrom moving sourcessuchas cars andtrucks.

The autoindustry had strongly urgedthe panel to recommendthat Congresschangethe CleanAir
Act to createadditional redtapefor statesthatwantto adoptmore protective emissionstandards.

Instead, the panel concludesthat the states’ e ffortshave improvedair quality. Furthermore, the
panel does notrecommendany legislative or regulatory changesin the currentprocessby which
statesadoptemissionsstandards—changesthatwould furtherrestrictthe states’ rightsto protect
citizens’ health.

In thereport, the NRC panelstates, “Californiahas usedits authority as Congressenvisioned: to
implementmoreaggressive measuresthanthe rest of thecountry andto serve as a laboratory for
technologicalinnovation.” The NRC calls California’'s more protective emissionstandards“a
provinggroundfor new emissions-€ontrol technologiesthatbenefitCaliforniaandtherestof the
nation.”

“Thankfully, the panel recognizedthat strongstateregulationsare neededto helpchildren,” said
Michael Shannon,MD, MPH, FAAP, chair of theAmericanAcademy of PediatricsCommitteeon
EnvironmentalHealth. “Becauseof theirfasterbreathingrate, lungimmaturity andlongertimes
spentoutdoors, childrenexposedto air pollutionare morelikely to develop permanentlung
diseasessuchas asthma When states enact stricterenvironmentallaws, childrenbenefit.”

The reportrecommendsthat EPA expeditethe processfor reviewing California’s standards. The
panel also consideredways to modify the processby which otherstatesadoptCalifornia’s
standardsbut did notagree on a specific recommendation.

The AmericanAcademyof Pediatrics, American NursesAssociation, American LungAssociation,
Physiciansfor Social Responsibility, other major healthgroups,and morethan60 physicianssent
lettersin late 2005 to the NRC Committeeresponsiblefor the report, underscoringthe importance
of statepolicies to combatair pollutionand globalwarming.

In February,U.S. PIRG releaseda reportshowingthatthe cleancars programsnowin effectin 10
stateswill reduceglobalwarmingpollutionby 64 million metrictons peryearin 2020, anamount
greaterthanthe national emissionsof morethan 140 nations. The reportis availableat
http://uspirg.org/uspirg.asp?id2=21887.



“The statesare leadingthe chargein reducingair pollutionand globalwarming,” saidU.S. PIRG
CleanAir & EnergyAdvocateEmily Figdor. “The lastthingwe needis for thefederal
governmentto createmorered tapefor statesthatare tacklingtheseproblems.”

States have long beenat the forefrontof policiesto reduceair pollutionand global warming.
Underthe CleanAir Act, California—which suffersfromtheworstair pollutionin the nation—
has uniqueauthorityto adoptemissionsstandardsfor mobile sourcesthatare more protective
thanfederal standards. Other stateswith poorair quality canthenadoptCalifornia’s more
stringentstandards

“We've learnedthe hardway thatwe can’t always counton the federalgovernmentaloneto
protectour healthand environment,” said CleanAir Watch PresidentFrankO’Donnell.

Overall, 15 statesandthe District of Columbia—whichwith Californiaaccountfor morethan
half of the U.S. population—have adoptedone or moreof California’s emissionsstandardsfor
carsandlight trucks, diesel trucks, or othermobile sources.

“Stateinitiatives were the kick-in-thejpantsautomakersneededto producethe cleanestcars on
the markettoday,” said Michelle Robinson,WashingtonDirectorof the CleanVehicles Program
for theUnion of ConcernedScientists. “Withoutthis stateauthority, hot-selling hybrid vehicles
mightstill be onthedrawingboards.”

In 2005 alone, Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Oregon,Rhode
Island, Vermont,andWashingtonadoptedCalifomia’s rules to limit global warming pollution
frompassengervehicles.

“The autoindustrytried to make the case that state clean air laws don'tmake sense, butyou just
can'targuewith success,” said Dan Becker, Directorof theSierraClub’s Global Warming
Program. “Today, we canthanktheselaws for cleaner, healthierair andlook forwardto less
pollutingvehiclesin thefuture.”

TheNRC reportstemsfroman amendmentthatSen. Kit Bond (MO) insertedintothefiscal year
2003 omnibusappropriationsbill, directingthe NRC to study statepracticesin settingemission
standardsfor cars, trucks, and othermobile sourcesof air pollution. Laterin 2003, Sen. Bond
sponsoredthe first weakeningof states’ authority underthe CleanAir Act in thelaw’s 35-year
history; thelaw now precludesevery state but Californiafromadoptingmore protective standards
for theenginesusedin lawnmowersand gardenequipment.

“States have madeit clearthatthey objectto e ffortsto limit their currentauthority to reduceair
pollution. Rightfully, the National ResearchCouncil heededtheirwarninganddid notendorse
industry-suggestedroadblocksto frustratethe ability of statesto safeguardtheir citizens’ health.
Today, the needsof asthmaticchildrenandthe elderly trumpedindustrylobbying,” said Shannon
Heyck-Williams, Deputy Directorof the National Environmental Trust’'s Global Warming
Campaign.

“The ability of statesto adoptCalifornia’s more stringentemissionsstandardsis absolutely
essential for minimizingthe public healththreatof ozoneand particle pollution. Equally
important, this ability allows statesto addressthe threatof globalwarmingata timewhenthe
federal govemmentcontinuesto refuseto committo reducingglobal warmingemissions,” said
Kyle Kinner, Directorof Policy andProgramsat Physiciansfor Social Responsibility.



“BecauseNew Englandis downwindof the restof the country, we have the nation’s dirtiestair
outsideCalifornia. Our statesdependontheserulesto protectthe healthof our citizensand our
environment,” said Steve Hinchman, an attorneywith the ConservationLaw Foundation.

Nationwide, 159 million peoplelive in countiesthatviolate the national health standardfor ozone
“smog” pollutionand 95 million peoplelive in countiesthatviolate the healthstandardfor fine
particle “soot” pollution. Cars, trucks,andothermobile sourcesarethe largestsourceof smog
pollutionand major contributorsto soot pollution. Thesepollutantscutshortthelives of tensof
thousandsof Americanseachyear and contributeto seriousrespiratoryand cardiovascular
problems, includingasthmaattacks, lung cancer,and heartdisease. In addition, mobile sources
releaseone-third of the nation’semissionsof carbondioxide, the leadingglobalwarming
pollutant.
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