
:Embargoedforrelease
10:30 . . . . , , 16, 2006am E S T Thursday March

:Contact
’ , ,202-302-2065 ( )FrankO Donnell CleanAirWatch c

, . . , 202-546-9707 ( ),202-744-8204 ( )Emily Figdor U S PIRG o c
, ,202-223-6133 ( ),703-919-7516 ( )MichelleRobinson UnionofConcernedScientists o c

NewNRCReport Affi rmsthe Role of the States in Setting CleanAir Standards

, . .—Washington D C A coalitionofhealthandenvironmentalorganizationstodaycommendedthe
NationalResearchCouncil forresistingpressurefromspecialintereststoerodetheabilityof

.statestoprotecttheircitizensfromairpollutionandglobalwarming

, -In a reportscheduledforreleaseonThursday thepanelre affirmsthevital rolethatstatesplayin
.controllingpollutionfrommovingsourcessuchascarsandtrucks

TheautoindustryhadstronglyurgedthepaneltorecommendthatCongresschangetheCleanAir
.Act tocreateadditionalredtapeforstatesthatwanttoadoptmoreprotectiveemissionstandards

, ’ . ,Instead thepanelconcludesthatthestates effortshaveimprovedairquality Furthermore the
paneldoesnotrecommendanylegislativeorregulatorychangesin thecurrentprocessbywhich

— ’statesadoptemissionsstandards changesthatwouldfurtherrestrictthestates rightstoprotect
’ .citizens health

, , :In thereport theNRC panelstates “CaliforniahasuseditsauthorityasCongressenvisioned to
implementmoreaggressivemeasuresthantherestof thecountryandtoserveasa laboratoryfor

. ’technologicalinnovation ” TheNRC callsCaliforniasmoreprotectiveemissionstandards“a
-provinggroundfornewemissionscontroltechnologiesthatbenefitCaliforniaandtherestof the

.nation ”

,“Thankfully thepanelrecognizedthatstrongstateregulationsareneededto ,helpchildren ”said
, , , ,MichaelShannonMD MPH FAAP chairof theAmericanAcademyofPediatricsCommitteeon

.EnvironmentalHealth ,“Becauseof theirfasterbreathingrate lungimmaturityandlongertimes
,spentoutdoors childrenexposedtoairpollutionaremorelikely todeveloppermanentlung

.diseasessuchasasthma , .Whenstatesenactstricterenvironmentallaws childrenbenefit ”

’ .ThereportrecommendsthatEPA expeditetheprocessforreviewingCaliforniasstandards The
’panelalsoconsideredwaystomodifytheprocessbywhichotherstatesadoptCalifornias

.standardsbutdidnotagreeonaspecificrecommendation

, , ,TheAmericanAcademyofPediatrics AmericanNursesAssociation AmericanLungAssociation
, , 60PhysiciansforSocialResponsibility othermajorhealthgroups andmorethan physicianssent

2005 ,lettersin late totheNRC Committeeresponsibleforthereport underscoringtheimportance
.ofstatepoliciestocombatairpollutionandglobalwarming

, . . 10In February U S PIRG releasedareportshowingthatthecleancarsprogramsnowineffectin
states 64 2020,will reduceglobalwarmingpollutionby millionmetrictonsperyearin anamount

140 .greaterthanthenationalemissionsofmorethan nations Thereportis availableat
:// . / . ? 2=21887.http uspirgorguspirgasp id



, . .“Thestatesareleadingthechargein reducingairpollutionandglobalwarming ”saidU S PIRG
.CleanAir & EnergyAdvocateEmily Figdor “Thelastthingweneedis forthefederal

.governmenttocreatemoreredtapeforstatesthataretacklingtheseproblems”

.Stateshavelongbeenat theforefrontof policiestoreduceairpollutionandglobalwarming
, — —UndertheCleanAir Act California whichsuffersfromtheworstair pollutionin thenation

hasuniqueauthoritytoadoptemissionsstandardsformobilesourcesthataremoreprotective
.thanfederalstandards Otherstateswithpoorairqualitycanthen ’adoptCalifornia smore

stringentstandards.

’ ’“We ve learnedthehardway thatwecan talwayscountonthefederalgovernmentaloneto
, ’ .protectourhealthandenvironment”saidCleanAirWatchPresidentFrankO Donnell

, 15Overall —statesandtheDistrictofColumbia whichwithCaliforniaaccountformorethan
. . — ’halfof theU S population haveadoptedoneormoreofCaliforniasemissionsstandardsfor

, , .carsandlighttrucks dieseltrucks orothermobilesources

- - -“Stateinitiativeswerethekick in thepantsautomakersneededtoproducethecleanestcarson
, ,themarkettoday ”saidMichelleRobinsonWashingtonDirectorof theCleanVehiclesProgram

. , -fortheUnionofConcernedScientists “Withoutthisstateauthority hotsellinghybridvehicles
.mightstill beonthedrawingboards ”

2005 , , , , , , ,In alone Connecticut Maine Massachusetts NewYork NewJersey Oregon Rhode
, , ’Island Vermont andWashingtonadoptedCaliforniasrulestolimitglobalwarmingpollution

.frompassengervehicles

' ,“Theautoindustrytriedtomakethecasethatstatecleanair lawsdontmakesense butyoujust
’ , , ’can targuewithsuccess ”saidDanBecker Directorof theSierraClubsGlobalWarming

. , ,Program “Today wecanthanktheselawsforcleaner healthierairandlookforwardto less
.pollutingvehiclesin thefuture ”

. ( )TheNRC reportstemsfromanamendmentthatSen Kit Bond MO insertedintothefiscalyear
2003 ,omnibusappropriationsbill directingtheNRC tostudystatepracticesinsettingemission

, , . 2003, .standardsforcars trucks andothermobilesourcesofairpollution Laterin Sen Bond
’ ’ 35-sponsoredthefirstweakeningofstates authorityundertheCleanAirAct in thelaw s year

;history thelawnowprecludeseverystatebutCaliforniafromadoptingmoreprotectivestandards
.fortheenginesusedin lawnmowersandgardenequipment

“Stateshavemadeit clearthattheyobjecttoeffortstolimittheircurrentauthoritytoreduceair
.pollution ,Rightfully theNationalResearchCouncilheededtheirwarninganddidnotendorse
- ’ .industrysuggestedroadblockstofrustratetheabilityofstatestosafeguardtheircitizens health

, ,Today theneedsof asthmaticchildrenandtheelderlytrumpedindustrylobbying ” saidShannon
- , ’HeyckWilliams DeputyDirectorof theNationalEnvironmentalTrustsGlobalWarming

.Campaign

’“TheabilityofstatestoadoptCaliforniasmorestringentemissionsstandardsis absolutely
.essentialforminimizingthepublichealththreatofozoneandparticlepollution Equally

,important thisabilityallowsstatestoaddressthethreatofglobalwarmingata timewhenthe
,federalgovernmentcontinuestorefusetocommittoreducingglobalwarmingemissions”said

, .Kyle Kinner Directorof Policy andProgramsatPhysiciansforSocialResponsibility



, ’“BecauseNewEnglandisdownwindof therestof thecountry wehavethenationsdirtiestair
.outsideCalifornia Ourstatesdependontheserulestoprotectthehealthofourcitizensandour

, , .environment”saidSteveHinchman anattorneywiththeConservationLaw Foundation

,159Nationwide millionpeoplelive in countiesthatviolatethenationalhealthstandardforozone
95“smog”pollutionand millionpeoplelive incountiesthatviolatethehealthstandardforfine
. , ,particle“soot”pollution Cars trucks andothermobilesourcesarethelargestsourceofsmog

.pollutionandmajorcontributorstosootpollution Thesepollutantscutshortthelivesof tensof
thousandsofAmericanseachyearandcontributetoseriousrespiratoryandcardiovascular

, , , . ,problems includingasthmaattacks lungcancer andheartdisease In addition mobilesources
- ’ ,releaseonethirdof thenationsemissionsofcarbondioxide theleadingglobalwarming

.pollutant
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